
Reception: Recommended Reading List 
This curated list contains books suitable for children aged 4-5 in KS1 of primary school. These titles – picked by teachers, librarians and authors – consist 
of story time favourites, laugh-out-loud picture books, animal stories, early chapter books, illustrated poetry collections, non-fiction texts and more.  

Keep a look out for these titles at your local idea store!  

 
 

 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
                          

 

 

  

 

Rabbit & Bear: 
Rabbit’s Bad Habits   
By Julian Gough  

Ruby’s Worry  
By Tom Percival   

The Hat Full of Secrets  
By Karl Newson  

“You’re Called What?!”  
By Kes Gray   

How Many Spots Has 
A Cheetah Got?  
By Steve Martin  

No-Bot: The Robot 
with No Bottom!  
By Sue Hendra  

Not Now, Bernard   
By David McKee  

My Dad is a Grizzly 
Bear   
By Swapna Haddow  

Midnight Feasts  
By A. F. Harrold  

Wigglesbottom Primary: 
The Magic Hamster  
By Becca Moor  

Look Up  
By Nathan Bryon 

There’s a Tiger in the 
Garden 
By Lizzy Stewart  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

I Can Only Draw Worms 
By Will Mabbit  

Boo! A Fishy Mystery  
By Kate Read   

Once Upon a Raindrop  
By James Carter   

Everybody Counts  
By Kristen Rofkriste   

You Matter   
By Christian Robinson  

Captain Tom Moore  
By Maria Isabel Sanchez 
Vegara 

The Big Book of 
Blooms   
By Yuval Zomer  

The Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark   
By Jill Tomlinson   

Poems Out Loud!   
By Ladybird  

The Lost Homework 
By Richard O’Neill   

Never Show a T-Rex a 
Book  
By Rashmi 
Sirdeshpande  

Man on the Moon: A Day 
in the Life of Bob  
By Simon Bartram  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That Rabit Belongs To 
Emily Brown  
By Cressida Cowell   

King of the Swamp  
By Catherine Emmett  

Dolphin Boy  
By Michael Morpurgo  

Anita and the Dragons 
By Hannah Carmona  

Baby Brains: The Smartest 
Boy in the World  
By Simon James  

Harry the Poisonous 
Centipede  
By Lynne Reidi Banks  

On Suydden Hill  
By Linda Sarah  

A Cat’s Guide to the 
Night Sky   
By Stuart Atkinson  

Stick Man  
By Julia Donaldson  

Do You Love 
Dinosaurs?   
By Matt Robertson  

Lights on Cotton Rocks   
By David Litchfield  

Sophie’s Adventures 
By Dick King- Smith  

Professor Astrocat:  
The Human Body  
By Dominic Walliman  

Gorilla   
By Anthony Browne  



 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                  

 

 

 

 

The Legend of Kevin  
By Phillip Reeve  

Nimesh the Adventurer   
By Rajit Singh  

Chocolate Cake  
By Michael Rosen  

Jabari Jumps   
By Gala Cornwall  

Where the Wild Things 
Are  
By Maurice Sendak   

I’m Sticking with You 
By Smriti Halls  

Paddington  
By Michael Bond  

Joy  
By Corrine Averiss  

Funnybones  
By Janet & Allan Ahlberg  

The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch  
By Ronda Armitage  

Sona Sharma: Very Best 
Big Sister  
By Chitra Soundar   

Isadora Moon Goes to 
School 
By Harriet Muncaster   


